MORRIS DANCING IN SUFFOLK……… pre 1958

 Although Suffolk did not feature in the National Morris Revival movement during the 1930’s We have gathered a collection of photos which are on display in this exhibition showing Morris dancing in Suffolk from about the beginning of the 20th century.

 There is evidence that the dance was performed in Suffolk at the time of Cecil Sharps campaign to collect the dances of England in the early 1900’s.

There is then a long ‘ silent ‘ gap of records until the 1930s when there are pictures of the "Suffolk Morris Men" who were part of the English Folk Dance & Song Society (EFDSS) Sudbury Centre. 

In 1934, George Parsons - a teacher at Summerhill School in Leiston and a member of the Suffolk MM, made "Billy" the Hobby Horse who is still with East Suffolk Morris Men. (see Billy’s story in this exhibition )

The 1939 / 45 War effectively caused this group to fold up as members were dispersed. 
In the 1940’s and 1950’s, an enthusiastic teacher, Leslie Ford, was teaching Morris, Sword and Country Dancing to the boys of Priory Heath School, Ipswich. When boys left school (often at 14 in those days), they could join the "Nonesuch Morris Men" 

It was during the 1950’s that the "Ipswich Morris Men"  were formed and the last recorded appearance of the group was at the Thaxted meeting in 1957.
In 1958 the East Suffolk Morris men (ESMM), presumed named after the local government region that existed at the time. Des Herring, a founder member of the side, is still dancing with the East Suffolk Morris Men today. 
