Dear Madam Mayor,

East Suffolk Morris men are celebrating their jubilee year this year. Our research has revealed that there has been a strong tradition of Morris dancing in Ipswich and Suffolk since the early 1900’s.

During the 1930’s Morris, Sword and Country dances were taught at Priory Heath School, Ipswich due to the dedication of Leslie Ford, a teacher at the school . He led the Ipswich Morris Men throughout the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s.

 In 1934 George Parsons, a teacher at Summerhill School, Leiston made a hobby horse ( as part of a practical work project ) for the Suffolk Morris Men, with whom he danced. This Hobby Horse is still used by East Suffolk Men today and has travelled near and far.

To mark the 50 years of dancing we are holding events throughout the year. This begins with an exhibition to be held at the Ipswich Tourist Information Centre from 30th April to 3rd May. The exhibition will display photographs of dancing in Ipswich and Suffolk since 1900 as well as photographs of East Suffolk performances at many locations across the globe (including Arras ).

Later in the year we are holding a Children’s concert in conjunction with many Schools across Suffolk and dance and singing groups from Lithuania and Belgium will be joining us to take part in our celebrations.

My purpose in writing to you is to ask whether, as part of your busy schedule you would be able to formally open the Exhibition at the Tourist Information Centre in the morning of Wednesday 30th April – we are able to be flexible as to the timing.  









Yours  

