East Suffolk Morris Men – Golden Jubilee 2008
So that’s it then, another dancing season over, and as all sides do at this time of year, a time to reflect on the venues and dancing we have seen over the summer. This year however, we have something a little more to reflect on, a little more to be proud of, for this year was our Golden Jubilee. 

We decided a long time ago that we were going to make this year something special. Various events were given to groups to arrange and we decided to put a little bit of extra effort into the programme thereby making our ‘Birthday’ special not only for East Suffolk Morris Men but also for the people of Suffolk - especially the younger generations. Our motive was to inspire & attract some new blood into the side!
 

Our dancing year traditionally starts on May 1st where we can be seen at Felixstowe Beacon, dancing in the summer and welcoming dawn which put on a superb show for us this year. To mark the occasion, we held an exhibition of our 50 years in the Ipswich Tourist Information Centre manned by members of the side. 

Our anniversary year also coincided with the celebration of our founding Father's eightieth birthday.  Des Herring with our Hobby Horse, Constant Billy, are still a regular features of ESMM shows We took him to Nordlinger in Germany as a birthday trip - his choice.

The spring Bank Holiday arrived in a soggy fashion. This did not, however, dampen the spirits for our annual tour to Suffolk Wool Towns with local guest sides. In the end we did very little dancing due to the rain but we did manage dancing & song inside pubs - even with power cuts.
In early June a weekend was arranged specifically for friends and family of ESMM - a gentle celebration with those who have supported and assisted, danced and played for us over the years. On the Sunday morning ESMM attended a morning service in Stonham Aspal church, where we were very pleased to have Daniel Fox, Past Squire of the Ring, address us during the service.

Over the years ESMM have enjoyed the company and traditions of many European Folk Dance groups and we were delighted to invite Dansegroup Zonne from Belgium, and Kursiu ainiai from Lithuania, to join us June - taking for tours of some of Suffolk’s  towns and attractions, finishing with a memorable concert in Framlingham Church for the town’s Arts Festival. The friendship and camaraderie that sprang from these days and evenings of shared music, song and dance will remain in the memory for many years.
 

During planning stages we decided an important part of our celebration should be to give tomorrow’s generation - local Schoolchildren, a taste of their heritage. In early July we held four half-day Children’s Festivals where more than eight hundred children saw the Morris danced, heard East Anglian Songs - and joined in the choruses, and danced country dances. The “Festival”, supported by the County Council’s, sent a strong and positive message about keeping our traditions alive in he community.

 

To reach a wider audience we undertook a joint production with Peppery Productions and Ip-art hosting the Demon Barber Road Show – a high octane production of music, song, clog, morris and sword dance to show what the younger generation are capable of and are doing now.
Finally in September we saw the last of our celebratory events - a relaxing weekend with Thaxted and Utrecht Morris Men for a little dancing, music, and song, with a little beer in Mid Suffolk and Constable country. We were very pleased that our friends and past Ring Squires Paul Reece, Cliff Marchant and our very own Mike Garland could join us for the event.

So many of ESMM have done so much this year arranging events, hosting guests, provide food & beer - or just being there for the dance. Did we meet our objectives? Well, we had a great time singing & dancing. We had significant impact on the community, and yes, we have several prospective new members.
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